“The Lil Gwyther Award”

For an outstanding undergraduate student at 
QUT’s School of Early Childhood

PURPOSE OF AWARD
The Lil Gwyther Award has been established as an annual prize awarded to an undergraduate student in QUT’s School of Early Childhood who has demonstrated in-depth knowledge of early childhood education principles, and outstanding competency in using these principles when teaching young children in a school setting. 

The award is to provide encouragement to students to be ambassadors for developmentally appropriate and child-centred teaching.

The Award will also honour the memory of Lil Gwyther who so actively promoted “flexible, child-centred and ungraded teaching practices” for early years education. (Early Education Reform Group Newsletter, November 1988). 

FACULTY OF EDUCATION
PRIZE  PROFORMA

1.
Title: The Lil Gwyther Award
2. 
Recommending Authority:  Head of School, Early Childhood
3.
Eligibility: Nominees for the award will be drawn from students in the third or fourth year of the ED92 Bachelor of Education (Early Childhood) course.  Students enrolled in the following preservice early childhood courses who are in their last two years of study may also be nominated for the award:

ED93 Bachelor of Education (Preservice Early Childhood);

ED83 Bachelor of Early Childhood;

ED82 Bachelor of Early Childhood Studies.
4.
Basis for the Award: Nominations of students for the award will be made by full-time and sessional staff who teach in these courses, by visiting or adjunct staff (such as practicum teachers) who are closely associated with students during a practicum in a school or by self-nomination.  Nominations will be called for via an email to relevant staff and students in September of each year. Nomination will be on the attached nomination form and each nominee is required to submit a one page statement about how they might benefit from receiving this award.
A selection panel formed by the Head, School of Early Childhood will consider the nominations and make a final decision about the award recipient. 

5.
Selection Criteria: The selection panel will consider nominations against two criteria: 

· the academic input of the candidate regarding understanding of developmentally appropriate, child-centred teaching practices, and 

· evidence based on practicum reports of competency in applying these teaching practices in a school setting.
6.
Nature of the Award: One prize of $1,000 and one year of membership to The Queensland Early Childhood Teachers’ Association.
7.
Nature of Award Presentation: Faculty of Education Award ceremony held annually prior to the graduation ceremony. Nominated representatives from the Gwyther family and a representative from the Queensland Early Childhood Teachers’ Association will be invited to the award ceremony to present the award.
7.
Timing for award:  The award is determined annually. 
8.
Award Duration: Reviewable annually.
9. Other relevant provisions: N/A.
The Lil Gwyther Award
Nomination Form

To be completed by nominating lecturer/teacher/school personnel  and/or Queensland University of Technology student.
Name of Nominated Student:__________________________________________

QUT Student Number________________________________________________

Nominated by: 
________________________________________________

(Name of lecturer/teacher if applicable)

Supporting statement from nominating lecturer/teacher/school personnel briefly outlining the achievements and qualities of the student, and how these competencies have been applied to teaching practices in a school setting.
Name of Nominating teacher/school personnel:__________________________

Signature of Nominating teacher: ______________________________________

Signature of Nominated Student: ______________________________________

NOTE: Nominated student must attach a one page statement regarding their understanding of developmentally appropriate, child-centred teaching practices and about how they might benefit from receiving this award along with copies of field experience reports.
Please return this form with attachments by advertised closing date to: 
Davinia Lagarde
Faculty of Education

QUT

Victoria Park Road

Kelvin Grove Qld 4059

Fax: 07 3138 3949
Email: educationenq@qut.edu.au 
